MINUTES OF SHELDWICH BADLESMERE & LEAVELAND PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON TUESDAY 1ST SEPTEMBER 2026 IN SHELDWICH PARISH ROOMS.
Meeting opened at 8.00pm.

Present.  Councillors Harbour, Austin, O’Carroll, Britton and Cllr Blythin.

Apologies.
Received from Cllr Brookes.

Absent. 
Cllr Gould (SBC), Cllr Lehmann (SBC & KCC), Cllr Thompson (SBC) and Cllr Scutt.
											26/37

There were no declarations of changes in pecuniary interests or of specific items on the agenda.
											
26/38

Approval of July 2026 Minutes.
The minutes were agreed subject to one minor edit.  This change is to be made, and the chair will sign them off line.
											26/39

Matters Arising.
The parish council discussed the issue regarding the filing cabinet that had been housed in the village hall.  It was agreed that there was a breakdown in communication with different people having alternate understandings of what had been agreed in terms of access.  Whilst it was agreed that the outcome of the cabinet having had its lock forced and been subsequently scrapped was unfortunate and disappointing it was not done with malice aforethought.  The council agreed that Cllr Britton would write to the village hall committee to express our regret and express that the matter is closed from our perspective.
																							26/40
Kent Police Beat Officer – Report.
PC James Tancock shared a report with the parish council via email which was circulated to all councillors.

Sheldwich.
Nothing to report in July or August.

Badlesmere.
16/07/2026 – Burglary (non-dwelling), Fisher Street Road – report of a vehicle driving onto the property and persons taking garden tools from a barn.

08/08/2026 – Poaching, Fisher Street Road – No details of the vehicle involved.  Police attended the area and conducted an area search however, nothing suspicious located.

17/08/2026 – Poaching, Ashford Road – Report of a vehicle with 5 men and two dogs believed to be poaching.  Details have been sent to our rural policing team.

22/08/2026 – Poaching, near Fisher Street Road – No details of persons or vehicles.  Police arrived and conducted an area search however, nothing suspicious located.

Leaveland.
Nothing to report in July or August.

Anti-Social Behaviour.
There was one call received on 5th August 2026 due to a nuisance vehicle – three youths on off road motorcycles.
  
The next surgery will be held on Wednesday 16th September 2026 in the Sheldwich Parish Rooms between 3.30pm and 4.30pm.
																							26/41

Local Government Reorganisation - Update.
Cllr Austin noted that the KALC minutes that had previously been circulated contained a vast amount of detail however, there were no further updates to report.  The proposal for Faversham consists of splitting Watling Ward into two.
											26/42

Correspondence.
Cllr Austin stated that KALC had asked if the parish council would like CCTV as there are currently two options for available budgets.  A survey was shared with the parish council and is believed that the parish council do need to offer a response.
It was agreed that the CCTV may be useful for the village hall at some stage however, presently it was agreed to respond that there was currently no requirement for CCTV.  

                                                                                                                                                                   26/43



Finance/Payment Approval.
Payments were raised in respect of the clerk’s salary, KALC membership, Parish Online for website services and HMRC for the PAYE.  The payments were approved and authorised on Unity Trust Bank.    
																							26/44



Planning.
REF 26/503117/SUB – The White House, Lees Court Road, Sheldwich ME13 0ED.
The parish council discussed the planning application and there were no objections.

											26/45



Review of Actions.
* Clerk to draft a letter to MP Helen Whately noting that the statutory services are not being provided, and education, water and planning permission is being granted on items that cannot be sustained – Complete.
* Clerk to write a letter to Sheldwich School to offer the parish councils support where possible to assist with the placement of local children – Complete.
											
Meeting Closed at 9.00pm

Next meeting to be held in Badlesmere Village Hall at 8pm on Tuesday 6th October 2026.


Signed:
Dated:
