MINUTES OF SHELDWICH BADLESMERE & LEAVELAND PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON TUESDAY 2nd JUNE 2026 IN BADLESMERE VILLAGE HALL.
Meeting opened at 8.00pm.

Present.  Councillors Harbour, Austin, Britton, O’Carroll, Blythin, Gould (SBC), Lehmann (KCC) and PC James Tancock.

Apologies.
Received from Cllr Brookes.

Absent. 
Cllr Thompson (SBC) and Cllr Scutt.
											26/12

There were no declarations of changes in pecuniary interests or of specific items on the agenda.
											
26/13

Approval of May 2026 Minutes.
Cllr Blythin queried the finger post discussion as was not aware of what this is.  Cllr Harbour confirmed that this is actually the directional signpost.  Cllr Blythin requested that the minutes for May 2026 explain this for others to understand more clearly.
It was unanimously agreed based on the changes specified above that the parish council meeting minutes for May 2026 were a true record of the meeting and were signed by Cllr Harbour.
											26/14

Matters Arising.
None.
																							26/15
Kent Police Beat Officer – Report.
PC James Tancock shared a report with the parish council.

Sheldwich.
Nothing to report in May.

Badlesmere.
01/05/2026 – Ashford Road – Report of a theft, removal of Laurel hedge.

Leaveland.
Nothing to report in April.
Anti-Social Behaviour.
Nothing to report in April.
  
The next surgery will be held on Friday 26th June 2026 in the Sheldwich Parish Rooms between 3.30pm and 4.30pm.
																							26/16

Review of Defibrillator Provision in the Parish.
Cllr Austin informed the parish council that the defibrillator in Badlesmere has battery packs that will expire in May 2028 however, the defibrillator’s that we currently hold are now classed as an obsolete design and will need to be replaced.  Cllr Austin has been in contact with the suppliers who will offer a discounted rate of £895 instead of £995 per unit to exchange.  The defibrillators that the parish council currently hold have been in place for around ten years with the batteries and pads changed every three years.  The parish council have until May 2028 to replace as they are still suitable for use.  Cllr O’Carroll and Cllr Blythin believe it may be a good to speak to neighbouring parish councils to discuss options further as we may be able to purchase replacements in bulk which will offer a better discount.  Cllr Blythin suggested that we also incorporate the cost of replacements within the parish council budget over the next three years.  The parish council agreed that a defibrillator should be purchased for North Street in the first instance as there is not one located there.  A power source will need to be determined followed by replacing the current defibrillators each year.  Cllr O’Carroll confirmed that he would have a discussion with Selling Parish Council alongside Ospringe Parish Council to discuss this further.  
The parish council had also requested to meet with Selling Parish Council regarding the HGV’s however, to date there has been no response.  Cllr Blythin will follow up on this.  

Action:  Clerk to add defibrillator roll out plan to July agenda.
											26/17

Local Government Reorganisation.
Cllr Britton and Cllr O’Carroll both attended a KALC meeting in relation to the Local Government Reorganisation and then kindly circulated some documents to all parish councillors for review which consisted of copies of the slides provided by KALC.  The reorganisation will be imposed upon the parish council as the parish council does not hold any decision-making powers.
Varying councils have chosen different models to follow.  Parish councils need to look at what has happened with other bodies that have chosen unitary authorities i.e. Cornwall, Bournemouth, Poole and Christchurch who have all adopted differing models.  There is no decision as to what happens below district and county as they will be amalgamated.  Cllr O’Carroll believes a discussion should take place with local parish councils to ensure that all are on the same plan going forward.  Cllr Gould (SBC) believes this proposal does partly relate to cost savings.
To enhance and sustain the parish council Cllr O’Carroll feels that we need to have a plan of action going forward.  Some assets may also be transferred to parish councils.  Whilst it is not believed there is anything that the parish council can bid for at present it was agreed that the parish council still need to be seen to be representing the parish and engaging with other parish councils.  Cllr O’Carroll confirmed that the KALC meeting was extremely valuable.  Cllr Austin believes that the parish council need to investigate the four-to-five-year plan.  Comments need to be submitted to the consultation by 5th June 2026.  It was noted that Swale Borough Council give very little notice to discuss items and respond.  Swale Borough Council will be holding a meeting on the Monday to discuss further.  There will be a final vote to determine preferences however, decisions will be imposed on parish councils.  Cllr Harbour attended a meeting with Andrew Keel at Ospringe parish council regarding the Watling Ward.  Selling parish council were invited but did not attend.  Cllr Harbour believes the parish council should meet with Ospringe and Throwley parish councils.
Cllr Blythin believes we should also discuss this with Selling parish council when the discussion regarding the HGV’s takes place.  

Action 18:  Clerk to add Local Government Reorganisation to the July agenda.

                                                                                                                                                                   26/18


Website Progress Review.
Cllr Austin informed the parish council that some new items had been added to the parish council website, and the website is now in full use for all to view.  It was agreed that the website review can now be removed from future agendas as the data is being added and maintained.  Cllr Austin also believes that the parish council website needs to be advertised to drive people to the website.
Cllr Blythin requested that the website be reviewed in future and requested that the statistics for the website be obtained and reviewed.  Cllr Austin will try to obtain the statistics that are available to share with the parish council.

Action:  Clerk to remove Website progress from future agendas.																											26/19

Correspondence.
Cllr Blythin asked if the parish council if there had been any information received from Jennie Watson relating to the A251 consultation.  Cllr Harbour confirmed the consultation was complete and that the meeting details that Cllr Harbour attended will be circulated.  The 40mph is progressing and has been agreed and scheduled.

											26/20

Finance/Payment Approval.
Payments were raised in respect of the clerk’s salary, AB Timber Solutions, and McCabe Ford Williams.  Cllr O’Carroll informed the parish council that once the payment to AB Timber Solutions had been received, they will schedule the works which should commence within four weeks if there was not delay on materials.  All payments were approved and authorised on Unity Trust Bank.  The AGAR Certificate was approved and signed.  
																							26/21



Planning.
REF 26/501437/FULL – Demolition of existing rear conservatory, facilitating erection of single storey rear extension with porch.  Erection of front porch rendered gable-end to front elevation.  Changes to fenestration – Marstan, Bagshill Road, Sheldwich Kent ME13 0PB.

The application was discussed by the parish council, and it was confirmed that there were no objections to this planning application.

REF 26/501353/LBC – Listed Building Consent for the erection of a single-storey front extension and installation of a Conservation Rooflight into the rear facing en suite bathroom – The Old Stables, Newhouse Lane, Sheldwich Kent ME13 9QS.

The application was discussed by the parish council and it was confirmed that there were no objections to this planning application.


REF 26/501352/FULL – Erection of a single storey front extension and installation of a Conservation Rooflight into the rear facing en suite bathroom – The Old Stables, Newhouse Lane, Sheldwich Kent ME13 9QS.

The application was discussed by the parish council and it was confirmed that there were no objections to this planning application.
											26/22



Review of Actions.
* Clerk to add Local Government Reorganisation to June Agenda – Complete.
											
Meeting Closed at 8.54pm

Next meeting to be held in Sheldwich Parish Rooms at 8pm on Thursday 2nd July 2026.


Signed:
Dated:
