MINUTES OF SHELDWICH BADLESMERE & LEAVELAND PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON THURSDAY 2ND JULY 2026 IN SHELDWICH PARISH ROOMS.
Meeting opened at 8.00pm.

Present.  Councillors Harbour, Austin, O’Carroll, Scutt and Cllr Thompson (SBC).

Apologies.
Received from Cllr Brookes, Britton, Blythin and Cllr Rich Lehmann (SBC & KCC)

Absent. 
Cllr Gould (SBC).
											26/23

There were no declarations of changes in pecuniary interests or of specific items on the agenda.
											
26/24

Approval of June 2026 Minutes.
It was unanimously agreed based that the parish council meeting minutes for June 2026 were a true record of the meeting and were signed by Cllr Harbour.
											26/25

Matters Arising.
None.
																							26/26
Kent Police Beat Officer – Report.
PC James Tancock shared a report with the parish council.

Sheldwich.
Nothing to report in June.

Badlesmere.
11/06/2026 – Fly tipping, Fish Street Farm – Report of fly-tipping and the road being blocked.  Police attended until highways arrived.

Leaveland.
11/06/2026 – Criminal Damage, Outside St Laurance’s Church, Leaveland – Contractor reported window screen broken.

Anti-Social Behaviour.
Nothing to report in June.
  
The next surgery will be held on Tuesday 14th July 2026 in the Sheldwich Parish Rooms between 12.30pm and 1.30pm.
																							26/27

Removal of Filing Cabinet from Village Hall.
Cllr Harbour shared part of the hall AGM with the parish council which stated that the hall needed to be cleaned and tidied.  Fridges and freezers belonging to Svemco alongside a parish council filing cabinet were identified as being present and it was agreed that the clearing of the hall would need to be arranged with all parties that have items stored there.  Ray kindly offered to arrange the hire of a mini skip, and it was suggested that Svemco could perhaps assist with storage costs.  No other members of the hall were informed of any set dates for the clearing and cleaning to take place however, items have been removed and disposed of including the parish council filing cabinet.  The parish council unanimously agreed that a meeting needs to be arranged to discuss this further.  It was confirmed that the parish council filing cabinet held historical data.  Cllr Harbour informed Janet that the parish council were concerned that the filing cabinet had been removed without consent or knowledge.  Cllr O’Carroll believes that we should ask Cllr Britton to contact Angela and Ross to arrange a meeting for further discussion.  It was confirmed that Cllr’s Harbour, O’Carroll and Britton would attend the meeting.
											26/28

Provision of School Placements.
Cllr Harbour informed the parish council that a family that had recently moved into the village were not able to find a placement at the Sheldwich School and so are taking their children to Teynham.  Cllr Harbour believes that when planning applications are presented the school placements should be considered.  Cllr Thompson (SBC) believes that a political stance is needed and believes that a chronic lack of infrastructure can be seen across all areas.  It was agreed that a formal letter should be sent to the local MP voicing the parish council’s concerns.

Action:  Clerk to draft a letter to MP Helen Whately noting that the statutory services are not being provided and education, water and planning permission is being granted on items that cannot be sustained.
Action:  Clerk to write to a letter to Sheldwich School to offer the parish councils support where possible to assist with the placement of local children.
                                                                                                                                                                   26/29


Keep Kent Covered – Protect Local Fire Cover.	
Cllr Austin informed the parish council that some research had been taken based on the closest fire station in Chilham which is 3.4 miles away and is being closed.  The Faversham fire station is 3.9 miles in distance which equates to 14% difference in arrival time however, Cllr Austin believes that there could be a better service from Faversham fire station as the response time is minimal and therefore Cllr Austin does not believe that the closure of Chilham fire station would affect the parish.  Cllr O’Carroll highlighted that Chilham has a large array of specialist services and so believes Faversham fire stations response time will increase.  The consultation is currently open.  Cllr O’Carroll will draft a response to the consultation on behalf of the parish council.									  																									                                          26/30

Website Update.
The website was not discussed as it was believed that this should not have been placed on the agenda.

											26/31

Defibrillator Roll Out Plan.
Cllr O’Carroll had a meeting with Selling Parish Council and confirmed that they hold five defibrillators.  Cllr O’Carroll has been liaising with Johnny Reeves and will be asking for some dates that they are likely to replace their first or second defibrillator to try and align with our 2028 renewal date.  Cllr O’Carroll believes we should speak to Ospringe Parish Council as the parish councils may be able to purchase replacement defibrillators together to obtain a better price.  The parish councils first responder has a defibrillator alongside PC James Tancock.  
The parish council also discussed potentially holding a first aid training day to ensure more people are comfortable to administer CPR.

											26/32

Local Government Reorganisation – Update.
Cllr O’Carroll agreed confirmed that Selling Parish Council would be happy to work together going forward.  Cllr Harbour suggested that we also approach Throwley Parish Council.  There are no decision deadlines available yet.  
 
                                                                                                                                                                 26/33


Correspondence.
Cllr Austin highlighted the HMO document from Swale Borough Council.
Cllr Thompson (SBC) confirmed that it has been voted that all HMOs must now go to the Planning Committee for review.

											26/34

Finance/Payment Approval.
Payments were raised in respect of the clerk’s salary for two months as the parish council do not hold meetings in August and HMRC.  All payments were approved and authorised on Unity Trust Bank.    
																							26/35



Planning.
REF 26/502182/LBC – Listed building for replacement of existing gutters with larger of a similar profile and renew downpipe swan necks to accommodate larger guttering.  Add two downpipes to both north-east and south-west sides of the two-storey block – Nos 2, 3, 4 and 5 Carriage House, Lees Court Road, Sheldwich Kent ME13 0NE.
The parish council discussed the planning application and unanimously agreed there were no objections.

REF 26/502442/FULL – Erection of a single storey side extension and loft conversion – 2 The Stocks, Ashford Road, Sheldwich Kent ME13 0NH.
Cllr Austin noted that this application does not change the appearance of the building and the extension is small.
The parish council unanimously agreed there were no objections.

REF 26/502443/LBC – Listed building consent for the erection of a single storey side extension and loft conversion – 2 The Stocks, Ashford Road, Sheldwich Kent ME13 0NH.
The parish council discussed this application and unanimously agreed there were no objections.

											26/36



Review of Actions.
* Clerk to add Defibrillator Roll Out Plan to July agenda – Complete.
* Clerk to remove Website Progress from future agenda’s – Complete.
* Clerk to add Local Government Reogranisation Update to July agenda – Complete.
* Clerk to circulate email received from Jennie Watson regarding the 40mph signs – Complete.
											
Meeting Closed at 9.23pm

Next meeting to be held in Sheldwich Parish Rooms at 8pm on Tuesday 1st September 2026.


Signed:
Dated:
