MINUTES OF SHELDWICH BADLESMERE & LEAVELAND PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON TUESDAY 4TH NOVEMBER 2025 IN SHELDWICH PARISH ROOMS.
Meeting opened at 8.00pm.

Present.  Councillors Harbour, Austin, O’Carroll, Brookes, Britton and Cllr Blythin.

Apologies.  Received from Cllr Rich Lehmann (KCC & SBC).

Absent. 
Cllr Gould (SBC), Cllr Scutt and Cllr Thompson (SBC).
											25/89

There were no declarations of changes in pecuniary interests or of specific items on the agenda.
											
25/90

Approval of October 2025 Minutes.
It was unanimously agreed that the parish meeting minutes for October 2025 were a true record of the meeting and were signed by Cllr Harbour.
											25/91

Matters Arising.
Cllr Harbour noted that the rubbish at Newhouse Lane had been removed.  Selling and Ospringe parish council and MP Helen Whately have all shown support to the Expansion of the Kent Downs. 
																							25/92
Kent Police Beat Officer – Report.
PC James Tancock had given his apologies as was not able to attend the parish meeting.  Cllr Austin shared a report with the parish council on behalf of PC James Tancock.
Sheldwich
A report of poaching in Badgins Road was received on 18th October 2025.  Patrols attended the area and conducted an area search.

Badlesmere
A report relating to a vehicle interference in Shottenden Lane was received on 16th October 2025 and it was noted that a digger had been tampered with.

Leaveland
Nothing to report.

There were no reports of anti-social behaviour in October 2025.
The next surgery will be held on Friday 14th November 2025 at the Sheldwich Village Hall between 3.30pm and 4.30pm.

It was confirmed that the parish council had received photographic evidence relating to the mini that seems to have been abandoned which has been shared with the parish clerk to report to Kent County Council.  Cllr Harbour confirmed that the car has a valid mot and tax.  The mini appears to be damaged with a smashed passenger side window and damaged bonnet.  The car could have been hidden in this location or stored away awaiting repairs.  The fence and iron works are still present however, the caravan that was originally in place has been removed.
											25/93


Ways we Communicate with the Parish.
Cllr Britton wondered if the parish council should look at how councillors communicate with each other as well as the community.  It was suggested that if items appear on the agenda, it would be beneficial to communicate where required prior to the parish meeting.
Cllr Britton suggested it would be acceptable to circulate information relating to the agenda items prior to the meeting to review prior to the meeting to ensure the parish council are more prepared for the meeting.
Cllr Austin confirmed that he had entered some more data on the website.  Cllr Blythin stated that he felt that the parish council need to communicate more effectively with regards to what is required of each councillor and communicate more as needed.	
Cllr Britton suggested he circulate two documents that have been formulated in relation to the ways the parish council communicate with the parish and the councils’ terms of reference and would welcome feedback.  It was agreed this would then be discussed at the next parish council meeting in December 2025.																																	25/94

Council terms of reference.
Cllr Britton informed the parish council that he felt the parish council needed to discuss in more detail what is required of the parish council and to discuss ideas to improve the parish.  Cllr Blythin has placed many efforts into the speed limit reduction.  Cllr Britton noted that a few parishioners that he has personally spoken to were not aware of what the role of the parish council was.  It was agreed that the parish council need to make their contact details clearer, and Cllr Brookes confirmed that she kindly held some surgeries some time ago however, there was no attendance.  It was agreed that these surgeries would be beneficial in future with more detail supplied to parishioners to ensure people are more aware of them.

Action 95:  Clerk to add the ways we communicate with the parish and terms of reference on the December agenda for further discussion.
											 25/95

Finance/Payment approval.
The clerk’s salary was approved alongside a payment to Sheldwich Parish rooms for the Sheldwich meeting hire.  The payments were entered onto Unity Trust Bank and approved by Cllr Austin and Cllr Scutt.							
25/96

Planning.
Cllr Harbour informed the parish council that he had attended a meeting at Selling last month where it was noted that a lorry had gone through the village and damaged a grass area.  
The clerk shared an email with the parish councillors previously informing that Selling parish council had highlighted lorry activity within their highway improvement plan where it was proposed that a sign would be erected at the junction of Newhouse Lane and the A251 informing HGV drivers that the road was not suitable for them.  As a courtesy, Jennie Watson had asked if the parish council were happy with this before the job was raised. This was the first time the parish council had been officially informed of this intention. The meeting heard concerns from Councillors regarding the impact this will have on residents within the parish.  The sign would increase HGV volume on the  A251 and across Sheldwich Lees as HGVs seek an alternative route. Cllr Harbour said he would provide a map of businesses in the area that relied on HGV traffic for supplies and distribution. It was agreed that Councillors would provide the clerk with information to prepare a document opposing the sign and this would to be sent to Jennie Watson. 

Cllr Harbour discussed the claimed public footpath running from Leaveland to Bagshill Road at Leaveland ref PROW/SW/C461.  It was confirmed that this has never been used as a public footpath for over 40 years.  Cllr Harbour will email a response to the clerk on behalf of the parish council confirming these findings.  
Cllr Harbour also noted that the Sheldwich Speed Warning sign is not working still and wondered if the parish council could consider a new warning sign to display the current travellers speed which was agreed could be included within projects when discussing the precept.

Action 97:  Clerk to write to Jennie Watson highlighting that the parish council oppose this and would welcome further consultation.
                              25/97





Review of Actions.
*  Clerk to contact PC James Tancock to request an update regarding the canisters on the A251 – Complete and email circulated.
											
Meeting Closed at 9.11pm

Next meeting to be held in Sheldwich Parish Rooms at 8pm on Tuesday 2nd December 2025.
Signed:
Dated:
