MINUTES OF SHELDWICH BADLESMERE & LEAVELAND PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON TUESDAY 7TH OCTOBER 2025 IN SHELDWICH PARISH ROOMS.
Meeting opened at 8.00pm.

Present.  Councillors Harbour, Austin, O’Carroll, Brookes, Scutt, Britton and Cllr Thompson (SBC).

Apologies.  Received from Cllr Blythin, Rich Lehmann (KCC & SBC) and PC James Tancock.

Absent. 
Cllr Gould (SBC).
											25/78

There were no declarations of changes in pecuniary interests or of specific items on the agenda.
											
25/79

Approval of September 2025 Minutes.
Cllr Brookes highlighted that the 40mph limit being applied should be altered to state that this would be subject to the public consultation.  Once the minutes had been changed to reflect this it was unanimously agreed that the parish meeting minutes for September could be published.
											25/80

Matters Arising.
None.
																							25/81
Kent Police Beat Officer – Report.
PC James Tancock had given his apologies as was not able to attend the parish meeting.  Cllr Austin shared a report with the parish council on behalf of PC James Tancock.
The next surgery would be held on Sunday 12th October 2025 at the Sheldwich Village Hall between 8.30pm and 9.30pm.
The following crimes were reported during August and September.
Sheldwich
10th August 2025 – A report that a large amount of nitrous oxide bottles had been dumped at The Vicarage.  A vehicle make and colour were passed to the police however, no registration was obtained by the witness.  Local Officer aware.
10th August 2025 – Report of fly tipping.  The Vicarage reported that several nitrous oxide bottles had been dumped.  Informant was advised to make the local authority aware.
14th August 2025 – Theft on Ashford Road.  A report of thefts of trailers.  Investigation completed and one person was being interviewed for the crime.
23rd September 2025 – Poaching at Old Badgins Road.  Officers from the Rural Task Force attended the area, no sign of the vehicle.
28th September 2025 – Poaching at Old Badgins Road.  Local officers attended and conducted an area search, no vehicles located.
Badlesmere
27th August 2025 – Poaching at Dayton Road.  Patrols attended and vehicles went off road, officers continued to search but no further sightings.
6th September 2025 – Poaching at Dayton Road.  Patrols attended but no vehicles seen in the area.
Leaveland
28th August 2025 – Poaching at Bagshill Road.  Patrols attended the area and conducted an area search.

There were no calls to Kent Police reporting any anti-social behaviour between 1st July and 30th September 2025.

											25/82


Fly Tipping.
Cllr Harbour noted that the items that were fly tipped at Newhouse are on the Bridleway and are still presently in place.  The landowners have been informed.  Cllr Harbour informed Swale Borough Council and the Rural Task Force.  Dilpreet at Kent County Council has also been informed and the location confirmed.  It was agreed to collect the bottles and dispose of them.
Highways are responsible for clearing alongside the local authority.  Cllr Harbour will be reporting to country eye.  
																							25/83

Expansion of Kent Downs National Landscape.
Cllr Harbour feels that the parish council should be prepared to place a submission towards the expansion of the Kent Downs National Landscape and shared some drawings with the parish council highlighting the current landscape.  The more people that vote the more likely the boundary extension will take place.  Consultation finishes on 3rd November so it was suggested to respond to the national landscapes directly.
As a parish council it is advised we should vote and then if applicable write a letter of support.  It was proposed that the parish council ask the National Landscape to extend the existing boundary from Newhouse Lane to the M2 which was seconded by Cllr O’Carroll.  All voted unanimously in favour.

											 25/84

Change of ownership Newhouse Farm.
Cllr Harbour had a meeting with the new owner of Newhouse Farm and was assured there were no plans to change immediate access.

											25/85

Website Content.
Cllr Austin confirmed the new website is now up and running.
The website is full of potential however, content is required.  Cllr Austin is happy to populate the website, however, would like an input with regards to the content.  Cllr Thompson (SBC) suggested the inclusion of the consultation for the AOIB.  Cllr Harbour noted that some villages allow organisations to advertise on their websites which could be investigated further.  Cllr Austin suggested that councillors send ideas for content directly to Cllr Austin or the parish clerk.

											25/86




Finance/Payment approval.
The clerk’s salary was approved alongside a payment to HMRC for PAYE.  The payments were entered onto Unity Trust Bank and approved by Cllr Austin and Cllr Scutt.							
25/87

Planning.
REF 25/503806/LBC – Listed Building Consent for replacement of existing double glazed timber windows with double glazed timber windows – 3 Gosmere Farm Barns, Newhouse Lane, Sheldwich ME13 9PR.  There were no objections to this application.

                              25/88


Cllr Terry Thompson (SBC) shared a presentation with the Parish Council regarding the reconnection of the Blean and was looking for support for the National Landscapes Boundary extension to encompass Blean.  The Parish Council all fully support this and a letter of support was to be drafted by Cllr Blythin.



Review of Actions.
*  Clerk to contact PC James Tancock to request an update regarding the canisters on the A251 – Complete and email circulated.
											
Meeting Closed at 9.15pm

Next meeting to be held in Sheldwich Parish Rooms at 8pm on Tuesday 4th November 2025.
Signed:
Dated:
